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PROBLEM 4: Two Particles in a 1D Box

Consider two noninteracting particles of mass m inside a 1D box,

0
V(z) = {0 0<lal <a
oo , otherwise

Make sure to consider the spin part of the wavefunction in this problem.

Let n; and ny be the quantum numbers of particle 1 and 2 réspectively. What are the
wavefunctions of the single particle states for the each particle in the box? What are the
single particle energies? (2 Points)

}z’{lf the particles are distinguishable what is the two-particle wavefunction that describes
the state? What is the energy? Write out explicitly the state (or states) and energies for
the ground state and first excited states of the system. (2 Points)

9)/ If the two particles are identical spin 0 bosons what are the ground state and first excited
State wavefunctions and energies? (2 Points)

?/{ If the two particles are identical spin 1/2 fermions what are the ground state and first
excited state wavefunctions and energies? (2 Points)

{@ Write down the Hamiltonian for the two particles in the box and show that when the
particles are identical H commutes with the exchange operator. (2 Points)
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