Constitution of the Society of Physics Students
The University of Oklahoma

Article I.  Name

The name of this organization is the Society of Physics Students and will also be referred to by the acronym SPS.

Article II.  Purpose

The purpose of this organization is as follows:

(a) to encourage and assist students interested in physics to develop the knowledge, competence, enthusiasm,  and social responsibility that are essential to the advancement of physics;

(b) stimulate interest in advanced study and research in physics;
(c) develop friendship among physics students and faculty members;

(d) promote public interest in physics;

(e) recognize high scholarship and potential achievement in physics among outstanding students by means of Sigma Pi Sigma membership.

Article III.  Membership
The membership of the Society of Physics Students will be composed of University of Oklahoma students and associate status will also be granted to university (faculty, staff, and spouses).  Full membership privileges are dependent upon payment of local and national dues.  Membership requirements of this organization are and will be in full compliance with all provision of the Title 10 of the University of Oklahoma Student Code.

Membership in, association with, and benefits emanating from the Society of Physics Students and its related activities shall be based upon such considerations as performance, educational achievement, and other criteria related to the goals of the organization and purposes of the activities.  Judgments in this regard based solely on an individual’s race, colour, religion, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, veteran status, marital status, or political belief are not judgments based on such considerations.  Further, the purpose of the organization must be consistent with public policy as established by prevailing University Community standards.

Article IV.  Officers

All officers of this organization are elected every year at the last meeting of the spring semester through a vote of all members and the individual receiving the majority of votes will be awarded his or her desired position.  The newly elected officers will begin their terms in the fall and they will be in that elected position for one year.  The officer positions and responsibilities are as follows:

President:  Responsible for conducting meetings, both regular and officer meetings, delegating jobs amongst officers and members, make sure organization is in compliance with university rules and regulations.

Vice President:  Responsible for coordinating the annual spring picnic, responsible for coordinating and overseeing recycling within the building, and also takes care of responsibilities associated with annual organization T-shirt.

Treasurer:  Responsible for all financial matters, both private account and UOSA account, and is the liaison betwixt UOSA and this organization with regards to financial matters.

Secretary:  Responsible for taking minutes at each meeting and providing them to publicity chair for posting on the webpage.

Publicity Chair:  Responsible for informing members of meeting through various means, updates and maintains webpage.

Sigma Pi Sigma President:  Responsible for acquiring a list of individuals meeting the academic standards set by Sigma Pi Sigma Honour Society and makes the opportunity of membership known to those who qualify, and this individual collects the necessary dues and applications and takes care of them appropriately.

Faculty Advisor:  This is a full-time member of the faculty or staff and will be responsible for the following:  overseeing the organization, encourage students to be active, help to come up with educational projects and help oversee those projects, and help make sure the organization and its officers are doing what is in the best interest of the members and that they are taking advantage of all educational opportunities available to them.
Article V.  Meetings
The regular scheduled time of meetings will be determined at the first or second meeting of the fall semester.  The president will determine the time that is best for the majority through a discussion or a vote if that becomes necessary.  From that point on meetings will be at the agreed upon day and time and occur one time every two weeks.  Special meetings will be called at certain times when the officers find it necessary and it is their responsibility to determine the best time for the meeting.

Article VI.  Administration

The administrative authority and responsibilities of this organization is given to the officers of the organisation and the faculty advisor.  

Article VII.  Committees

All committees will be created and organized by the officers and appointment to committees will be based upon members volunteering or a member’s acceptance of nomination by officers.

Article VIII.  Parliamentary Authority

All parliamentary authority of this organization will be given to the officers and the faculty advisor.

Article IX.  Amendments
Amendments may be made by majority vote of officers provided the said amendment is in compliance with the University of Oklahoma Student Code and the National Constitution of the Society of Physics Students, and the amendment has been discussed with the faculty advisor.  All amendments must be made such that the best interests and educational advancement of all members and the organization is the sole purpose and goal.

Article X.  Elections
Elections are held in the spring of every year at the last meeting of the year.  A candidate may nominate himself/herself or be nominated by another member in attendance.  If there is competition for a given position then there will be a vote and the candidate receiving the majority vote will be the newly elected officer.
Article XI.  Compliance with Law

The Society of Physics Students is subject to Local, State, and Federal Laws and will fully comply with them.
Article XII.  Preemption Statement
If there is a conflict betwixt our national organisation’s rulings, constitution, or direction and the University of Oklahoma Student Code, the Student Code preempts the national or parent ruling.

Article XIII.  Miscellaneous Procedures
Anything not covered in the Constitution will be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.
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