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SPS Officers Meeting  03/Sep./2007

Attending:  
Ernie, Chris A., Chris C., Susan, and Daniel

Notes: 

Daniel
Major Topics –

T-Shirts

Game Nights
Research Nights

Possible Spring Competition
T-Shirts –

We decided to set a deadline for T-Shirt orders (Friday, September 14), in order to make sure that the shirts get made this semester.  We also decided to place flyers around Nielsen Hall to advertise the shirts.  We discussed the possibility of buying a new cashbox to hold the money collected from orders.
Chris Allen is in contact with the printing people and Chris Crowe was assigned to look into the cashbox situation.
Game Nights – 
Given the success of our informal game night during the first week of classes, we decided to make game nights a monthly SPS activity.  The most important question was funding – our first game night cost $60, which is too much of a burden on our SPS funds.  We decided to reduce the amount of food provided, giving snacks instead of a meal.  We hope to limit the cost to around $20 and will ask for donations, if necessary to offset the costs.  Flyers were also designed and placed to advertise next week’s game night.
The second Friday of each month is our tentative plan, as it doesn’t seem to conflict with other SPS obligations.  The first night is scheduled for Friday, September 14.
Research Nights –

We’re a bit concerned by the effectiveness of the Research Nights.  It seemed that the interest last year was not nearly as high as we would have liked, so we discussed possible improvements to the advertising and organization of the event.  We discussed the possibility of incorporating presentations of student research and stressing lab tours.

We’re also interested in finding the best professors for each of the research areas to present the field in a general and accessible form.
Ernie was assigned to talk to Dr. Murphy about the possibilities.
Possible Competition –

To add another spring activity, we discussed the possibility of an open competition.  The idea that seemed most promising was a series of catapult competitions (range, accuracy, etc.).  We talked about some tentative plans, although we intend to save the majority of the planning until later in the semester, after our other big obligations are taken care of.
The idea is to have tabletop-sized catapults with various restrictions to keep the competition fair and encourage creativity.  We discussed the possibility of holding the actual competition at the duck pond and using orange golf balls as projectiles.  Possible restrictions include maximum prices of materials, weight of counterweight, and volume.

Further details will be discussed at a later date. 
Other Topics –

We briefly discussed the budget – we won’t know exactly how much money we have until the dues and T-shirt money are deposited.  Also, Chris Crowe’s name needs to be put on the account.
We’d like to continue homework nights, but we fear that Thursday evening may not be a good time.  We intend to reassess the situation in the coming weeks.  One possible alternative would be Wednesday afternoon around 4:30.
We plan to meet at the beginning of October to plan Beard Month and Halloween festivities.
We should start planning are GRE/Graduate School talks reasonably soon and we should look into the possibility of inviting former OU physics students to tell SPS about life after graduation.  Ernie intends to talk to Dr. Murphy about each of these possibilities.
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