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SPS Officers Meeting  18/Aug./2007

Attending:  
Ernie, Chris A., Susan, Dr. J  and Daniel

Notes: 

Daniel
Major Topics –

Money/Budget for this year

T-Shirts

Homework/Study Sessions

Introductory BBQ planning

Money/Budget –

We need to start thinking about the SPS budget for the coming academic year.

According to Chris Allen, we submitted our budget to the relevant University representatives last year and asked for funding on the order of $400 or $500.  We actually received $100.  The most pressing question is why did we receive so little of what we asked for?

We see at least three possible standards for the funding of student organizations: historical precedent (the amount of money received by the organization in previous years), membership size, and matching funds.  

We’d like to contact UOSA to determine how we can get a larger fraction of the funds we request, a job being assigned to the new treasurer, Chris Crowe.

T-Shirts –

We also need to work out T-shirt plans in order to ensure that we get shirts this year.

One suggestion, to make up for last year’s shirtlessness, is to make two shirts, one each semester.  The first shirt would use the same design as last year’s proposed shirt, whereas the details of the second shirt would be discussed at a later date.

The first step will be to determine the cost of producing our custom shirts, so we’ll need to contact David Kelle about the companies we’ve worked with in the past.  We’ve considered University Silkscreen and Hard Edge Design as possibilities.

Chris Allen is heading up this project.

Homework/Study Sessions –

An idea to increase underclassman involvement in SPS activities, we’ve proposed a series of homework and study sessions, at which upperclassmen can help freshmen and sophomores with their physics work.  Two possibilities were discussed: a cram-session before the freshmen exams and a weekly opportunity to find help on homework sets, although the latter was preferred.  The weekly homework session would allow the upperclassmen to complete their assignments while offering assistance when asked.

We want to contact Dr. Mullen and possibly Dr. Santos regarding the days on which their problem sets will be due so we can start these weekly sessions. 

Thursday afternoons/evenings were proposed as an appropriate time, however, this may conflict with SEES activities.

Introductory BBQ –

The big current concern is a welcome BBQ on the South Oval to get people involved and excited about the upcoming year of SPS festivities.  The event will occur in the evening of Friday, August 31 just outside Nielson Hall.  Towards this end, we need to reserve the South Oval and check the status of our available funds so we can plan the event properly. Chris Allen is in charge of reserving the South Oval.

Like last year, we intend to offer food, a slackline, a whip, ultimate Frisbee, and possibly volleyball or soccer.

The next steps in the planning process are to reserve the Oval, check our available funds, and begin planning the advertisement – flyers, class announcements, etc. The week of the picnic, we will put up flyers, announce to physics classrooms, send a general email to grad students, and purchase food. 

The email for grad students: gradstudents@nhn.ou.edu
This is the food list:

Chips

Cookies (including some without peanuts for Dr. Abraham’s son??)

Veggie tray with dressing

Condiments – ketchup, mustard, lettuce, tomatoes, onions, pickles

Buns

Potato Salad – possibly

Drinks

Plates

Meat – brats, veggie burgers, burgers

Other Topics –

A former OU student will be returning to present a colloquium this semester; we’d like to arrange an informal meeting with him to allow current students to hear about his experiences and thoughts.

Dr. Murphy mentioned the possibility of undergraduate-accessible colloquia, one of which will occur on September 20.  We agreed that such colloquia are a good idea; SPS should do what it can to promote them.

We plan to repeat the beard month festivities this year as well as the Halloween party.
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